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TASSEC. SEDGE (Carex fascicularis) 


President: Miss H Burgess 312210 Mestings0? tpecified, ore Pe Ee La aa 

2 vilding o e School o nes o ndustries, 
Secretary: Mr B Dowling 32425 Lydiard Sian South, Ballarat, commencing 7-Xpm. 
Treasurer: Mrs’F Wilamson 327631 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
Editors: Mr G Binns 323670 CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 


BALLARAT. AT 9.30 0m FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 


Mr Fink 052 861319 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 


HALLEY'S COM’? WEUK-ENT 


After the build up to see Halley's Comet at 
its best on llth April it was a bit of a fizz to 
see that the comct wes end on, looking through 
the tail instead of at it. There was a nebulae 
about the sume distance fromthe Southern Cross 
ana one coulda be forgiven for thinking that that 
was the comet. ie were blessed with & beautiful 
clear sky and the weather was ideal for the camp- 
out for the whole week-end. Lespite the disaupoint- 
ment of not seeing the comet's tail in all its 
glory the combined camp-out with members of the 
society, Tor Growing Australian Plants, Central 
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Bighlands Grovun anc our Club it was 3 most 
successful week-end. Thirty three members and 
friends attenied on Saturday and Sunday, 

We were in ciraree of the excursion on Satur- 
Gay - we chose to meander along the Sundial Peak 
track, looking at plants, reptiles - gecko, skink 


and bearded dragon - few birds - where were they 
all? the Eanksia marcinata wis flowering well. | 
This track would be a kaleidoscope of colour dn apring 
Llespite the very dry season which has left wany 
plants looking wilted we did see a few plants in 
flower. These incluced Spreading, Snike and 
wiriléa Wattles, Acacia genistifolia, A. oxycedrus 
and A. retinodes; Flame, Pine and Common Heath, 
Twisted heard-peath and Prickly Broom-heath - 
Astrolona conostephioides, A. pinifolium, Hpacris 
imbressa, Leuporson gracilis and Monotoca scoparia; 
Common Correa, Correa reflexa; White, Curled and 
Clustered iverlasting - Helychrysum baxteri, 
scorpiodes snd semipapoosum, all flowers had 
faded; Ixodia achillseoides; Prickly Tea-tree 

and iwanuka - Léeptospermum juniperinum and 2, 
scoparium; Lobelia ribbosa, Tall Lobelie; 

Shrubty Platysace, slatysace lanceolata; 
Grass-like plants - Gahnia radula, Thatch Saw- 
sedge, Lomandra filiformis, Wattle mat-rush and 
Themeda australis, Kancaroo Crass. Only one 
orchid was seen, Parson's bands, triochilus 
cucullatus. At the end of the track we were 
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rewerded with marnificent views over Lale EKell- 
field, Lake Fyans which was full and Lake Lonsdale 


which was dry. 

Our late lunch was avpreciated at the Sundial 
Turntable sienic area, It was here that rood 
samaritan, Ken, stopped to help a chap with ca 
oroblems ane consequently missed the walk from 
heed's Lookout to the Balconics. “hen I first 


visited the Grampians in the late £0's the balconies 


also had the descriptive name of the Jaws of 
leath. From here we overlooked the Victoria 
Valley end felt insignificant beside the vast 
valley surrounded by jagred peaks. The walk was 
through a glace of Lucalypts sna Tea-trees, not 
much variety of plants on this windswept ridge. 

& campfire was enjoyed by night, but where 
vere the harmonicas? 

5.G.h.?. members led the Sunday excursion. 
Some of us walked a little way slons the Eoronia 
Peakwtracien Harti a sfallowori=to, besseent sbanvesads 
I heave mentioned it was very dri. Narearet chose 
to stay by the creek and was confronted, throush 
the binoculars by @ Elack Fanther alias Feral 
Cat. hergearet alerted us to the behaviour of two 

eek te-throated Tree-creepers. That completely 
jenored us as the¥chased one another from tree 
to ree. 

ve enjoyed lunch at the Horokn Lockou 
with a different view of the valley betwee 
Serra and Mount Villieam Henges. 

THe final wedi’ for the day was 2 Nature Prail 
through Evlace's Glen, # glen of ferns. This 
trail was through a variety of habitats, but we 
hod no literature to indicate the sicnificance 
of the numbered posts. (The National Perks 
Office does not open at week-ends). 

T1090 items of note at the camp site -— the 
flowering Wire-leaf Mistletoe, Amyema nreissii, ra) 
mistletoe found on mcacdas: and the sightings 
of Rainbow Lorikeets feeding on the flowering 
Eucalyptus. 

iy thanks to all those who made the week-end 
So enjoyable.and particularly to 8.G.A.?. 
members for being with us and to Geoff Arnott 
for arrangines the Sunday excursion. 
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SEDGE-LIKE 


PLANTS 
1. CYPRRACEHAD Sedges, Club- and Bog-rushes, etc. 


Stems: Usually solid, often 3-cornered, not jointed, 

Leaves: Conspicuous, grass-like but with no ligules; basal sheath closed, 

Flowers: One bract subtends each; perianth absent, or 3 or 6 scales or 
bristles, 

2. RESTIONACEAD Rope, Cord and Twine-rushes. 

Stems: Jointed, wiry. 

Leaves: Bract-like, partly sheathing the stem. 

Flowers: With 6 glume-like perianth segments. 

3. CENTHOLEPTDACKAR Aphelia, Centrolepis, Trithuria,. 

Very small annual grassy herbs, under 10 cm, often under 5 cm. 

Stem: Threadlike. 

Leaves: Basal, threadlike. 


Flowers: In spikelets or small heads, subtended by bracts; perianth 


scale-like or absent. 
4, JUNCACEAR 


Rushes and Woodrushes. 
Stems: Cylindrical, pithy. 
Leaves: Basal, narrow and scale-like. 
Flowers: With 6 giume-like segments. 
5. XANTHOREHORACEAR Grasstrees and Mat-rushes. 
Lomandra -— Mat-rushes. 
Stems: Cylindrical, solid. 
Leaves: Eard, narrow, basal, and usually much longer than flower sten, 
Flowers: Small, dioecious. 


6, JUNCAGTNACTAR 
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Arrowgrass, Water-ribbons,. 
Stems: Cylindrical, solid. 
Leaves: Narrow-linear, (wide and long in Water-ribbons). Longer or 


shorter than stem, 
Flowers: Greenish, bisexual, in terminal spike; carpels 6, 


usually 3 sterile. 


EOLE lt 


Key to CYPERACKAE genera --- (adapted from Burbidge) 


1. Female flowers & nut enclosed in utricle (tiny membranous sac); 


all flowers unisexual, 
1. Carex 


ta. Nut not enclosed in utricle; flowers mostly bisexual, sometimes 
upper or lowermost male only. 
2. Spikelets more or less flattened, the glumes distichous; hypogynous 
bristles absent; spikelets usually in dense head. 
3. Rachilla more or less straight; spikelets several to many flowered, 
(if 1-flowered, then style bifid); hypogynous bristles absent. 
2. Cyperus 


3a. Rachilla strongly flexuose & bent over nuts; spikelets few-flowered, 
style trifid; hyporynous bristles present or absent, 
3._Schoenus 


2a. Spikelets more or less terete, glumes spirally arranged; hypogynous 
bristles present and spikelets nearly always solitary and terminal on 


culm, 


4. Each spikelet maturinp more than 3 nuts. 
5. Style slender throughout length, not thickened at base. 
4. Scirpus 
' ee 


5a. Style thickened at base. 
5. Eleocharis 


4a. Each spikelet maturing only one nut (rarely two). 
6. Fypogynous bristles or scales absent. 


7. Style not thickened at base; bracts of inflorescence tightly 
inrolled, narrow, stiff and scabrid, at least the lower much 
excecdins; the group. of spikelets in their axils; very coarse 
Caespitose plants growing in large clumps. 


6. Gahnia 


Ja. Style base thickened; bracts of inflorescence more or less 
flat or slightly incurved, soft and glabrous, not or scarcely 
exceeding the group of spikelets in their axils; more or less 


slender plants with long-creeping rnizomes. 
7. Haunmea (Cladium; Macheerina) 


6a, Hypogynous scales present, thick and slightly fleshy, attached 
to base of nut and falling with it; glumes persistent; coarse 
tufted plants more than 15 cm high with compound inflorescence. 
8, Lepidosperma 
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50S OF THA FLANTS Sanu al bobb's GAP. 12 and 13 wtih 1986. 


cucis oxycedrus (| opixe .uttle ) 


fi. mitehellii {-uitchell's jattle) 
A. Diffuse ( Spreadin; .wttle) 


repunnii ( floughshare jattle) 
astroloma conostepnioides | Flame heath) 
- pinnifoliun ( Fine iieath ) 
venksia wmerginatu \ silver danksiu ) 
3. ornata ( Desert sunksia ) 
Surchurdiz umbellata ( .ilknaids - Liliaceae ) 
Cusuurina muelleruna ( Slaty Sheoak ) 
Goprosm: hirtella ( ouzh Coprosma ) 
Jorrea reflex ( Common Jorrea ) 
G. semula ( bairy Correu } 
Dianella revolute ( slack anther flax Lilly ) 
Spucris impressa ( Comuon Heath ) 
uriochilus cucullatus ( lurson's Sands = Orchidacexe ) 
fucalyptus alpina (| Granpians Gur) 
ie Boniocalys ( sundy. Long Leaf sox ) 
4. Viminalis ( wtnna Gum ) 
ihe obligua ( ilessmate Stringy Jark ) | 
ine ge nelaat anes e ( wiver ied Gum ) 


Grevilles sguifolium ( Variavle vrickly Urevillen ) 
Recency scorpioides ( sutton iverlusting ) 
he odcordatum ( Grey uverlusting ) 


Leptospermum nitidum ( Shiny Teatree ) 
L. scopariun ( /unuku. vroom Teatree ) 
L. juniperinum ( Frickly veatree. slack Teatree ) 
Leucopogon placialis ( Twisted seurd Heath ) 
L. ericoides ( Pink seurd Heath ) 
Lovelia 2 

Lomundru filiformis ( wattle “at Rush - formerly Liliaceae} 
L. longifolia ( Spiny-headed wat Rush ) 
tersoonia ? 
Fhedealium oilooium ( sotched :heouliun ) 
flatylobium ootusanguluin ( Common slat rea ) 
rultenea costata ( sush fea ) 
weluyleuca squarrosu ( Scented inper dark ) 
Slyphelia udscendens ( Golden Heath ) 
otylidium soboliferum ( Grempiuns irigger Plant ) 


Stypandra glauca ( Nodding slue Lily ) 
wetrtheca ciliata ( fink sells ) 
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PawlLyY mYRTaCwok ~ continued. 


flants belonging to four generu are found in their 
"natural state" nwar dallurat. Others, of course, may 
grow in gardens, parks etc. 

The four genera ere it~ Callistemon ( " dottle 
orushes "), Eucalyptus ( " Gum Tress"), Leptospermun 
(" Tea-trees"), and Culytrix (" fringe .yrtle"). 


Lezves 4 cm long or longer, alternute 
Wlowers in spikes ( bottle orushes ), stamens 
colouful more than twice as lonyz as petuls, fruit 
dry and often woody. Shrubs. Callistemon 
buds of flowers covered vy & deciduous operculum 
(from fused sepals und petals or fused sejals only) 
Flowers mostly in axillary umoels. Cneefly 


treese gucalyptus 


Leaves less than 4 cm long, alteriate 
Calyx lopnes deciduous before iruit ripens. 
stamens numerous, often shorter than the ovovious 
white or coloured petuls. silaments united ( ut 
least at the buse }. Shruvs. Leptos vermum. 
Stamens 20 = 30, sepals often ending in an ewn- 
like point or oristle. Fruit very smull ( less 
then 3 mm wide ) nut-like. Slender Heath-lile 
shruos. valytrix 
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NOTE :~- Change of Secretary. 


Please change the Secretary's name from Mrs P. 
Murph y to Mr Barry Dowling. 

Due to family commibments, Mrs Murph y is not 
available, however she is still on the committee. 

We are grateful to Mr Barry Dowling for taking 
over the roll of Secretary. 


LUSTRALIA BaFO25 L7G0 3 
"“enagenent archeolosist with the Kationul Tarks and 

sildglife service, ann oss, immedi«tely dispelled popular 
wiscenceptions of the .ustralian continent being in « totally 
waburul stute when Juropesn settlers arrived in 17cc. The 
ovorigines hed in fact veen manuging the lundscupe through syst- 
emiitic burning, irrivution systems, river control and selective 
vlanting for centuries. surly descriptions of the sydney region 
uS un open parklond was largely the result of work by its origin- 
31 inhabitents." 


( Statement made at u hwtional Conference of the ..ustrulian 
Institute of Landscape architects ut monly £9 .ug. 1985 ) 


Outing to Mt.William. 


As it is a fair distance to Mt.William, we “will 
leave '"Crocker's Corner" at 9am, and meet at the 
Post Office in Lancefield at 11am then proceed to 
Mt.William. Those who wish to come in the after- 
noon will go straight to Mt.William as per map. 

Maps will be available for all cars. 


Suprper. KoSteRr _ J6WEe MEETING. 


J. Sficen G. BAewen ._. 
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